STEPHANIE VAN FOSSEN

Contact

Areas of Specialization

Areas of Competence

Employment

Education

Publications

University of Arizona

Department of Philosophy

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences
Tucson, AZ 85719
svanfossenphilosophy@gmail.com
https://www.stephvanfossen.com

Ethics, Political Philosophy, Philosophy of Law

Decision Theory, Metaethics

University of Arizona
Postdoctoral Research Associate in Philosophy (2025-)

University of Southern California (2019-2025)

PhD in Philosophy

Dissertation: Person-Directed Contractualism

Committee: Jonathan Quong (chair), Mark Schroeder, Ralph
Wedgwood, Jacob Nebel, Scott Altman

University of California, Berkeley (Spring Semester 2025)
Visiting Student Researcher
Faculty Sponsor: Johann Frick

University of Oxford (Hilary and Trinity terms, 2018)
Visiting Student in Philosophy

Macalester College (2015-2019)
B.A. Philosophy and Mathematics

“Using People to Serve Their Own Interests,” Journal of
Moral Philosophy, November 2024


https://www.stephvanfossen.com/

Working Papers

Talks

“Can Relative Prioritarianism Accommodate the Shift?”
Ethics, July 2024

“An Ex Ante Theory of Reparations”
“The Wrong of Discrimination in LLMs”

“Do Merely Statistical People Have a Standing to
Complain?”

“Can Ex Post Contractualism Accommodate Separateness?”

“The Informational Constraints of Ex Ante Contractualism”

“A Solution to the Problem of Ex Ante Identification”

“An Ex Ante Theory of Reparations”

University of Arizona Philosophy Department Colloquium,

September 2025

“Do Merely Statistical People Have a Standing to
Complain?”

APA Eastern Division Meeting, January 2025

Axiology Workshop at McGill University, Montreal,
October 2024

University of Toronto Philosophy Graduate Conference,

October 2024

Rocky Mountain Ethics Conference (RoME) XVII,
August 2024

“Can Relative Prioritarianism Accommodate the Shift?”

Harvard-MIT Graduate Philosophy Conference, April
2023
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Teaching

Conference Participation

Service

“Comparing Claims to Benefit”
USC Speculative Society, Fall 2022
“The Scope of Our Duty to Accommodate”

University of Ziirich Early Career Workshop on Rights,
Respect, and Wellbeing, Fall 2022

USC Teaching Assistantships:

Current Moral and Social Issues (Jacob Ross), Spring 2023
Ethics, Technology, and Value (Jacob Ross), Fall 2022
Ethics in the 21st Century (Andrew Stewart), Summer 2021

Current Moral and Social Issues (Mark Schroeder), Spring
2021

Freedom, Equality, and Social Justice (Jonathan Quong),
Fall 2020

Participant, Law and Philosophy Workshop on Harming,
Rescuing, and Rights at USC, Spring 2024

Invited Participant, Oxford Student Workshop on Global

Priorities Research and 12th Oxford Workshop on Global
Priorities Research, Summer 2023

Reviewer for the following journals:
Ethics (1); Utilitas (1); Economics and Philosophy (1)

Managing Editor for Pacific Philosophical Quarterly,
Summer 2024 - Summer 2025

Referee, USC-UCLA Graduate Conference, 2023 and 2024

Co-organizer, USC-UCLA Graduate Conference, 2022
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Awards and Funding

Graduate Coursework

Managing Editor for Journal of Ethics and Social
Philosophy, Spring and Summer 2021

Eastern APA Graduate Student Travel Stipend, 2025

USC Provost Fellowship, 2019-2024

Ethics

Research: Ethics, Jonathan Quong, Fall 2022-present

(audit) Defensive Harm and Just War, Jonathan Quong, Fall
2021

Directed Research: Ethics, Jonathan Quong, Spring 2021

Contemporary Philosophical Literature on Value, Ralph
Wedgwood and Jake Nebel, Spring 2020

Population Ethics, Jake Nebel, Fall 2019

Metaethics

Directed Research: Metaethics, Mark Schroeder, Fall 2021
and Spring 2022

Error Theory, Stephen Finlay, Spring 2021

Expressivism in Metaethics and Beyond, Mark Schroeder,
Fall 2020

Political Philosophy and Philosophy of Law

(audit) Social and Political Philosophy, Collis Tahzib, Fall
2023

(audit) Seminar in Philosophy of Law, Jonathan Quong, Fall
2021

Language and Logic

The Limits of Logic, Jeff Russell, Fall 2019

Introduction to Contemporary Philosophical Literature,
Scott Soames, Fall 2019

Metaphysics and History of Philosophy
Studies in Modern Philosophy, Edwin McCann, Spring 2021
British Empiricism, James Van Cleve, Spring 2020

Pedagogy
Advanced Practicum in Disciplinary Instruction, Mark
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References

Jonathan Quong (Dissertation Chair)
Professor of Philosophy
University of Southern California

quong@usc.edu

Ralph Wedgwood

Professor of Philosophy
University of Southern California
wedgwood@usc.edu

Johann Frick

Professor of Philosophy
University of California, Berkeley
ifrick@berkeley.edu

Schroeder, Spring 2023
Teaching Philosophy, Shieva Kleinschmidt, Fall 2020

Other

(audit) Feminist Philosophy, Robin Jeshion, Spring 2023

Dissertation Seminar, Robin Jeshion, Fall 2021 and Spring
2022

Writing for Publication in Philosophy, Jonathan Quong,
Spring 2021

Seminar in Epistemology, John Hawthorne and Jeff Russell,
Spring 2020

Philosophy of Mind, Janet Levin, Fall 2020

Mark Schroeder
Professor of Philosophy
University of Southern California

maschroe(@usc.edu

Jacob Nebel

Professor of Philosophy
Princeton University
jnebel@princeton.edu

Steven Wall

Professor of Philosophy
University of Arizona
stevenwall(@arizona.edu
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